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Volume 1
The Creation of a Republican Empire
Bradford Perkins
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W hat historians write and teach is a2 hopefully constructive synthesis
‘of creative thought, labor in the primary sources, and absorption of
and reaction to the work of others. The following comments direct
inrerested readers ro a selection of the historical literature that has
shaped The Creation of a Republican Empive. For a comprehensive list
of writings on Ametican diplomacy, though limired ro works pub-
lished before 1981, see Richard Dean Burns, ed., Guide to American
Foreign Policy Since 1700 (Santa Barbara, Calif., 1983,

1. The Canvas and the Prism

John Quincy Adams’s career is traced in Samuel] Flagg Bemnis's mag-
isterial biography Jobn Quincy Adams and tbe Foundations of American
Fareign Policy (New York, 1949) and Jobr Quincy Adams and the Union
(New York, 1956), based very largely on Adams’s papers, which
Bemis was the first 1o use. Bemis, whose own physical and intellec-
tual affinicy with Adams was often noted, creats his subject sympa-
thecically. : .

For the development of American views of foreign affairs .before
independence, emphasizing their imperialist but antimercancilisc
nature, Max Savelle, The Origins of American Diplomacy (New York,
1967), is the key work.

Although American diplomatic historians, like those laboring in
other ficlds, often stress particuiar themes — economic forces, expan-
sionism, and so forth — few efforts have been made to paint the
whole “canvas.” Dexter Perkins, The Americqan Approach teo Foreign
Polrcy (Cambridge, Mass., 1952), though a reflection of its times, is
a useful exception. Consequently, even more than most chapters in
this book, this one rests upon a wide range of wricings, many not
specifically directed to problems of diplomartic history.
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Cualrural and ideological forces have drawn the attencion of a
number of scholars. An impressive recent work is Michael H. Hunt,
Ideology and U.8. Foreign Policy (New Haven, 1987). Akira Iriye has
stressed “Culture and Power: Internacional Relations as Inter-
cultural History,” Diplematic History 3 (1979): 115--128, and epi-
sodes are examined in Morrell Heald and Lawrence S. Kaplan, Cal-
ture and Diplomacy (Westport, Conn., 1977). Other useful seudies
include Merle Curri, The Roots of American Loyalty (New York,
1946); David M. Pocter, Pesple of Plenty (Chicago, 1954); Yehoshua
Arieli, Individialism and Nationalism in American ldeology (Cam-
bridge, Mass., 1964); Ernesc Lee Tuveson, Redeemer Navion (Chicago,
1968); and Cushing Strout, The American Image of the Old World
(New York, 1963). For the most part, as these references suggest, .
one draws insights and evidence from historical studies of diplomacy
in which culture and ideology are not centril themes or from studies
of culture and ideclogy that pay lirtle artention to foreign rela-
tions.

On the theme of republicanism, see the references for Chaprer 4,

For the views of the two great foreign commentators on America,
see Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, first published in
1835 and 1840, and James Bryce, The American Commonsnalth, pub-
lished in 1888. Both have since appeared in many editions.

2. The Birth of American Diplomacy

Foreign relations during the Revolution are sucveyed in Samuel
Flagg Bemis, The Diplomacy of the American Revolution (New York,
1933; rev. ed., Bloomingron, Ind., 1957), and a new study, Jon-
athan R. Dull, A Diplomaric History of ihe American Revelution (New
Haven, 1985). Dull avoids the extreme nationzalism of Bernis's work,
and he also stresses that the war in America was only a part — a
relatively small one, he maintains — of a larger conflict between
European states. This latrer point is also made abundancly clear in
Ocvitle T. Murphy, Charles Gravier, Comte de Vergennes (Albany,
1982). Still, Bemis’s book remains a classic. The first chapeers of
Lawrence S. Kaplan, Calonies inte Nation (New York, 1972), are aiso
useful here, and Kaplan has edited a fine selection of cssays on



243

RSP XIS Iboc|SE (L)

Revolutionary diplomacy, The American Rewolution and “A Candid
Werld” (Kenr, Ohio, 1977).

In To the Farewell Addrers {(Princeron, 1961), Felix Gilbert argues
that American diplomacy, with its emphasis on trade and interna-
tionalism, broke sharply with contemporary European practices.
James H. Hurson, “Inrellectual Foundations of Early American Di-
plomacy,” Diplomatic-History 1 (1977): 1—19, rakes Gilbert vigor-
ously to task, and Hutson’s highly critical biographical work, Jobs
Adams and the Diplomacy of the American Revolusion (Lexingron, Ky.,
1980}, among other rhings repeacs this argument. Hutson tends to
ignore the qualifications in Gilbert's work, but his basic argument is
noe unjustified.

Jonathan R. Dull, The Fremch Navy and American Independence
(Princeton, 1975), is by far the best treatment of the calculations
thar led France to enter the war in 1778, William C. Stinchcombe,
The American Revoiution and the French Alliance (Syracuse, 1969),
sitnilarly stands alone in its discussion, from an American vantage
point, of how the alliance actually worked. .

The most comprehensive treatment of the war-ending negotia-
tions at Paris is Richard B. Morris, The Peracemakers (New York,
1963), based on extraordinatily broad research. Morris's trearment is
not unmarked by xenophobia, however, and more dispassionate ac-
counts of aspects of the ncgotiations may be found in Ronald Hoff-
man and Peter J. Albert, eds., Peace and the Peacemakers (Char-
lottesville, Va., 1986). On Franklin, see Gerald Stourzh, Benjamin
Franklin and Amvican Foreign Policy {Chicago, 1954). Vincent T
Harlow, The Founding of the Second British Empire, vol. 1 (London,
1952), traces the policy of Britain, especially of Lord Shelburne,
during the negotiations; at present a necessary reliance, it deserves
to be replaced. H. M. Scott, Britith Foreign Policy in the Age of the
American Revolution (Oxford, 1990), alchough saying remarkably lit-
tle abour Anglo-American relations, provides a fine picture of
Britain’s European diplomacy and offers. insighrs into Shel-
burne. '

Kossuth'’s visit is well described in Donald S. Spencer, Lowis
Kossuth and Young Amevica (Columbia, Mo., 1977).
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3. The Constitution

Frederick W. Marks 1il, Independence on Trial (Baton Rouge, 1973),
recounts the diplomatic problems of the 1780s and the work of the
Consticutional Convention, stressing the importance of the former
in the campaign for a new government. In Aftermath of Revolution
(Dallas, 1969), Charles R. Ritcheson describes in detail American
problems with Britain, and in Struggle for the American Mediterranean
(Athens, Ga., 1976), Lester D. Langley examines the piracy prob-
lem.

 Recent disputes have stimulated study of the Founding Fathers’
intentions regarding the control of foreign policy. See, for example,
Walter 1aFeber, “The Constitution and United States Foreign Poli-
<y, ” Jomrnal of American History 74 (1987—8): 6937 17; Leonard W,
Levy, Original Intent and the Framers’ Constitution (New York, 1988);
and Charles A. Infgren, Governmeni ﬁ'u-m Refletion and Choice (New
York, 1986). _ _

The treaty-making power is considered in Arthur Bestor, “Re-
spective Roles of Senate and President in the Making and Abroga-
tion of Treaties — the Original Intent of the Framers Historically
Reviewed,” Wasbington Law Review 55 (1979): 4—135, and Jack N.
Rakove, “Solving a Constitutional Puzzle: The Treatymaking Clause
as a Case Study,” Poupecrives in American History, n.s., 1{1984): 233—
81. W. Stull Holt, Treatier Defeated by the Senate (Baltimore, 1933),
is @ broader consideration of thar bodys role than thc title sug-
gests.

David Gray Adler, “The President's War-Making Power,” in
Thomas E. Cronin, ed., Inventing the American Presidency (Law-
rence, Kan,, 1989), 11953, argues that the Founding Fathery’
intentions have been subwerted, a claim also made in Francis D,
Wormuth and Edwin Firmage, To Chain the Dogs of War (Dallas,
1986). Broader treatments of the establishment and use of presi-
dential authority include Abraham D. Sofscr, Wir, Foreign Affairs
and Constitutional Power: The Origins (Cambridge, Mass., 1976),
and Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., The Imperial Presidericy (Boston,
1973).
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4. Federalist Diplomacy

Literature on the theme of republicanism is vasc and disputative. A
useful introduction, though now somewhat dared, is Robert E.
Shalhope, “Toward 2 Republican Synthesis,” William & Mary Quar-
terly, 3 ser., 29 (1972): 49-80. Two especially useful works are
Drew R. McCoy, The Elusive Repubiic (Chapel Hill, 1980), and Lance
Banning, The Jeffersonian Persuasion (Ithaca, 1978). Patrice Higonnet
explores the relationship between American and French republica-
nism in Sister Republics (Carmnbridge, Mass., 1988). See also David
Brion Davis, “American Equality and Foreign Revolutions,” Jowrnal
of American History 76 (1988—9): 72952,

Frank T. Reuter, Triali and Triumphs (Fort Worth, Tex., 1983),
describes developments during the Washington administrations.
Harty Ammon recounts one of the “trials” in The Genet Mission
(New York, 1973), and Albert H. Bowman organizes a discussion of
diplomacy in these years around his theme, The Struggle for Newtrality
(Knoxville, 1974).

" Samuel Flagg Bemis, Jayr Treazy, 2d ed. (New Haven, 1962),
fiest published in 1923 and long standard, now shares place with
Jerald A. Combs, The Jay Treaty (Berkeley, 1970). See aiso the
closing chapters of Ritcheson, Aftermath of Revolution (Dallas, 1969).
Bradford Perkins, The First Rapprochemens {(Philadelphia, 19535),
picks up the story of Anglo-American relations ac 1795 and carries it
beyond the end of the Federalist era, to 1805,

Alexander DeConde's Entangling Alliance (Ductham, N.C., 1958)
and The Quasi-War (New York, 1966) are the indispensable works on
relations with France. Samuel Flagg Bemis, Pinckneys Treaty {(Bal-
timore, 1926), is the standard authority.

Julian P. Boyd, Numéer 7 (Princeton, 1964), explores Hamilton's
“treachery.”

5. Jefferson and Madison

Jefferson’s presidency is traced in great detail in two volumes of
Dumas Malone's very sympathecic biography, Jeffersom the President,
First Term (Boston, 1970) and jefferson the President, Second Term (Bas-
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ton, 1974). More analytic treatments include Robert M. Johnstone,

Jefferson and the Presidency (Ithaca, 1978); Burton Spivak, Jefferson’s
English Crisis (Charlotcesville, Va., 1979); and Lawrence 5. Kaplan,
Entangling Alliances with Nene (Kent, Ohio, 1987), the last-named
also including essays on other subjects. Ieving Brane, James Madison,
Secretary of State (Indianapolis, 1953) and Jamer Madison, the President
(Indiapapolis, 1956), volumes similar co Malone's, are even more
annalistic and pietistic.

Alexander DeConde, This Affair of Lonisiana (New York, 1976), is
now the standard treatmenct, but for a vigorous defense of Jefferson,
see Robert W. Tucker and David C. Hendrickson, Empére of Liberty
{(New York, 1990). For later developments in Franco-American rela-
tions, see Clifford L. Egan, Neither Peace Nor War {(Baton Rouge,
1983), a work that fills a long-apparent void.

Bradford Perkins, Prologue to War (Berkeley, 1961), very critical of
the Republican leaders, examines Anglo-American relations from
1805 to 1812. Among other things, Perkins challenges the argument
that expansionism fueled the drive for war, a thesis most forcefully
expressed in Julius W. Pract, Expansionists of 1812 (New York, 1925).
Also critical of Pratt’s argumenc are J. C. A. Scagg, Mr. Maditon’s War
(Princeton, 1983), and Reginald C. Stuare, Unsted States Expas.rmuu
and British North Americz (Chapel Hill, 1988),

Roger H. Brown, The Republic in Perii (New York, 1964), and
Steven Watrs, The Republic Reborn (Baltimore, 1987), link the com-
ing of the war to the republican theme. The war Congress is perhaps
best treated in Ronald L. Hatzenbuehler and Robert L. Ivie, Comgress
Declares War (Kent, Ohio, 1983).

The war and its mansgement are discussed in Stagg, Mr. Mad-
ison’s War, mentioned previously, and Donald R. Hickey, The War of
1812 (Urbana, Il}., 1989). Bradford Perkins, Cﬁ:ﬁr‘cgﬁ and Adanss
(Berkeley, 1964), cnntains the only extended modern treatment of
the negotiations at Ghent.

6. To the Monroe Docitrine

Harry Ammon, James Monroe (New York, 1971), is a highly read-
able, sensitive biography. For his chief lieutenant, the principal
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‘guide is Bemis, Jobn Quincy Adams and the Foundations of American
Foresgn Policy, mentioned previcusly. =
" Although there has been subscantial recent scholarship on aspects
of the problems with which they deal, Philip C. Brooks, Diplomacy
and the Borderlands (Berkeley, 1939} (on the Adams-Onis Treaty),
Charles C. Griffin, The United States and the Disvuption of the Spanish
Empire (New York, 1937), and Arthur Preston Whitaker, The United
Siates and the Independence of Latin America (Baltimore, 1941), contin-
ue 1o be the best introductions to their respective subjects. How-
ever, new insights are presented in John A. Johason, A Hemisphere
Apart (Baltimore, 1990). |

Dexter Perkins, The Monroe Doctrine, 1823—1826 (Cambridge,
Mass., 1927), likewise remains the first reliance, although many
more general works explore the genesis of the message of 1823,
Ernest R. May, The Making of the Mowroe Doctrine (Cambridge,
Mass., 1975), opens up new lines of thought, stressing the impor-
tance of domestic political calcularions. For an unspoken corollary to
the doctrine, see John A. Logan, No Tramsfer: An American Security
Principle (New Haven, 1961).

7. Manifest Destiny

The most recent trearment of its subject is Paul H. Bergeron, The
Pretidency of James K. Polk (Lawrence, Kan., 1987), generally quite
sympathetic. Charles Sellers, James K. Polk: Continentalist (Princeton,
1966), is an able, thorough work, but Sellers’s treatment does not
extend beyond the summer of 1846. The president’s revival of the
Monroe Doctrine is explored in Frederick Merk, The Monroe Doctrine
and American Expansioniim (New York, 1966).

The expansionism of che 1840s is most comprehensively treated
in David M. Pletcher, The Diplomacy of Annexation (Columbia, Mo.,
1973), a fine work. The ideclogy of the movement is the subject of
sarcastic trearment in Albert K. Weinberg, Manifest Destiny (1935,
repr., Chicago, 1963), and more thoughtful consideration in
Thomas R. Hietala, Manifest Design (Ithaca, 1985), a work that also
examines political developments. Very hostile to Manifest Destiny is
Frederick Merk, Manifes: Dastiny and Mission in American History
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{New York, 1963). Frederick Mesk, Slavery and the Annexation of
Texas (New York, 1972), and Reginald Horsman, Race and Manifest
Destiny (Cambridge, Mass., 1981), explore che impact of the slavery
issue.

Norman Graebner, Empire or the Paciftc (New York, 1953), argues
that ports, more than territory, were the objectives of ar least some
Americans. Shomer S. Zwelling, Expansion and Imperialism {Chi-
cago, 1970), is an explicit challenge to that idea, stronger on logic
than evidence.

John H. Schroeder, Mr. Polés War (Madison, 1973), is a fine,
brisk treatment. Also helpful is Robert W. Johannsen, To the Halls of
the Montezumas (INew York, 1985).

The oppoesition of Calhoun and his allies to large-scale rerritorial
expansion is the subject of Ernest McPherson Lander, Jr., Refuctant
Imperialises (Baton Rouge, 1980). Southern aggressiveness in the
1850s is explored in Robert E. May, The Southern Dream of @ Caribbe-
an Empire (Baton Rouge, 1973), and Charles H. Brown, Agenss of
Manifest Destiny (Chapel Hill, 1980).

Howard 1. Kushner, Conflict on the Northwesi Coast (Westport,
Conn,, 1975), and Nikolai N. Boeikhovitinov, Russizn-American Re-
lations and the Sale of Alaska (in Russian; Moscow, 1990), describe
the last American continental expansion.

8. Britain, Canada, and the United Stares

The limits of governmentai support for overseas commerce are made
clear in recent studies: Kinley J. Brauer, “Economics and the Diplo-
macy of American Expansion,” in William M. Becker and Samuel F.-
Wells, eds., Economics and World Power (New York, 1984), 55—118;
Kinley J. Brauer, “The Unired Stares and British Imperial Expan-
sion, 1815-1860," Diplomatic History 12 {1988): 19--37; John H.
Schrocder, Shaping & Maritime Empire (Westport, Conn., 1985); and,
on China, Michael H. Hunt, The Making of a Special Relationsbip
(New York, 1983). The Wesr Indian settlemenc and the quarrel over
claims against France are recounted in John M. Belohlavek, “Ler the
EBagle Soar” (Lincoln, Neb., 1985%). .

For Anglo-American relations during the years from the Treacy of
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Ghent to 1825, see Bradford Perkins, Castlereagh and Adams (Berke-
ley, 1964).

England’s military weakness is the theme of Kenneth Bourae,
Britain and the Balance of Power in North America (Berkeley, 1967},
and a2lso made evident in Reginald C. Stuart, United States Expan-
sionism and British North America (Chapel Hill, 1988), which how-
ever emphasizes the feebleness of American territorial ambition.
Also useful is Donald F. Warner, The Idez of Contimental Union (Lex-
ington, Ky., 1960).

Howard Jones, To the Webster-Ashburton Treaty (Chapel Hiil,
1977}, describes that important settdlement, and Wilbur Devereux
Jones, The American Problem in British Diplemacy (Athens, Ga.,
1974), begins with the negotiations of 1842 and carries che story
forward to 1861. Martin Crawford, The Anglo-American Crisis of the
Mid-Nineteenth Century (Acthens, Ga., 1987), uses the Times of Lon-
don as a vehicle to explore British attitudes toward the United
Stares.

Fredetick Merk, The Oregon Question (Cambridge, Mass., 1967),
brings rogether a lifetime of work on the subject. But see, also, the
books by Bergeron, Graebner, Pletcher, and Sellers mentioned ear-
lier. '

Civil War diplomacy has attracted a greac deal of scholarly atten-
tion. D. P. Crook, The North, the South, and the Powers (New York,
1974), is a fine overview of the subject. In The United States and
France: Civil War Diplomacy (Philadelphia, 1970), Lynn M. Case and
Warren F. Spencer seek to show, on the basis of massive research,
that the French role was cricical.

Most historians, however, continue to follow along the path
blazed by Ephraim Douglass Adams, Great Britain and the American
Civili War, 2 vols. (New York, 1925), making Brirain by far the
more important factor. Adams’s is one of those remarkable works
that have stood the test of time, not impervious to attack but
essentially above it. Brian Jenkins, Britain and the War for the Union,
2 vols. (Montreal, 1974—B0), for example, is self-consciously revi-
sionist, but Jenkins’s most convincing arguments do not seriously
undermine Adams’s predominance. Adams’s basic conclusions are
underscored in three capable works: Gordon H. Warren, Foxntain of
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Discontent (Boston, 1981), on the Tremr affair; Stuare L. Bernath,
Sguall Across 1he Atlamtic (Berkeley, 1970), concerning maritime
problems; and Frank J. Mezli, Great Britain and the Confederate Navy
(Bloomingron, Ind., 1970), a work much broader chan its title.

Glyndon G. Var Deusen, William Henry Seussrd (New York,
1967), is authotitative. Norman B. Ferris, Desperate Diplomacy
(Knoxville, 1976}, is an intriguing account of Seward’s apparent
eccentricities during the first year of the Civil War. Prank Lawrence
Owsley, King Cotton Diplomacy (Chicago, 1931), states the Southern

position.
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